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Rome. In the East, the Roman Empire
continued as thdyzantine Empire In the
West, Europe experienced centuries of
turmoll as different groups invaded and
political authority was frequently challenged
oy outbreaks of violence. Eventually, a new
political, social, and economic order
emerged, known ageudalism.




In 330 A.D.Emperor Constantine
moved the capital of the Roman
Empire from Rome to Byzantium, a
Greek city in the eastern part of the

empire.
He renamed this city
Constantinople




The city was located along land routes

that connected Europe and Asia. T
city was also strategically located o
Bosporus, a waterway connecting t
Black Sea to the Mediterranean.

Constantinople was surrounded on
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three sides by water, and the city had

thick walls, making it almost
Invulnerable to attack.
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While the Western half of thRoman Empire

collapsed in the B century, the eastern half of the
empire survived for another thousand years.

The Byzantines saw themselves as simply continuing
the Roman Empire. Like the emperors of Rome, the
Byzantine emperors continued to be -gbwerful.

They maintained an imperial system of government
over a diverse population. Because Constantinople
was in the East, most of its merchants and other
residents spoke Greek.

At first, the official language of government remained
Latin, but it also eventually was replaced by Greek.



The Byzantines were also united by their own
form of Christianityz Eastern Orthodoxyz
which was separate from the Catholic Church

A Orthodox
Christians did not

recognize the | 4
Pope as the head -
of their church. X
Instead, they had

their own

Patriarch.




Orthodox Christians decorated their churches
with iconsz Images of Jesus and the saints..

A There were also
other dlfferences

Trinity and the
shape of the cross
they displayed In
their churches.




Classical Cultureg
Byzantium benefited from a rich infusion of
Greek, Roman, Christian, and Middle Eastern
cultures.

Location 7
At the crossroads of Europe and Asia,
Constantinople was a major center for trade.
Silks and spices from the East, furs from Russie
and grains, olives, and wines from the empire
itself brought great wealth.



Strong Central Governmentz
Byzantium was ruled by a series of powerful
emperors with strong centralized
administration and a single set of laws.
Large Armyz
The Byzantine central government taxed
merchants and peasants to support a large
standing army.



The Byzantines
| developed a
vibrant culture.

=t They built the

giant dome and
tall spires.



Schools taught Ancient Greek texts |
A Byzantine artists useEESEE e

precious materialg

gold, silver, and ivory

to display classical

Images. They were

specifically known for = ‘
their colorful icons an =Ll
mosaics ictures made [T
with pieces of cut stondgees

and glask




The size of the Byzantine Empire
varied over time. In its early
centuries, It ruled over the Balkan
Peninsula, the Middle East, and
parts of Italy. Undedustinian(52%
565), It reconquered much of the
old Roman Empire.




One of the greatest achievements of the
Byzantine Empire was th€ode of Justinian
Emperor Justinian collected all of the existing
Roman laws and organized them into a single
code. The code listed all the laws and
opinions on each subject.
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to religion. It required that all persons in the
empire belong to the Eastern Orthodox
Christian faith.



The late Byzantine Empire
continuously battled theSlavsand
Avarsto the north, thePersian
Empireto the east and the spread

of Islamin the south.

In the 600s, Muslim Arabs took most
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Middle East.




The empire declined further in the®1
century. TheSeljuk Turks originally from
Central Asia, defeated the Byzantine army In
1071 and took possession of most of Asia
Minor.

Crusadersattacked the city in 1204.
City-states In ltaly began to compete with
Constantinople for Mediterranean trade. Yet
the Byzantines still controlled the Balkan
Peninsula and survived for another 400 years



Crusaders attack Constantinople during the @rusade




Theilr empire eventually unraveled from
continuous attacks on all sides. By the 1440s
the Byzantine Empire was reduced to a small

area just around the city of Constantinople
itself.

In 1453, Constantinople was finally conquerec
by the Ottoman Turks.

(It was during this time thatladDraculalived in Romania and
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Byzantine Empire



